
 

 

ENEMO Election Observation Mission for the Presidential Elections of 30 

October 2016 published the Interim Report 
 

 

Chisinau, 28 October 2016 - The Election Observation Mission (EOM) of ENEMO for the 

Presidential Elections of 30 October 2016 in Moldova has issued today its Interim Report, 

covering the period 11 – 26 October 2016. The Report contains findings and analysis from the 

Core Team of the mission, based in Chisinau.   

ENEMO notes that the legal framework, especially the Election Code, had to be amended just 

over three months prior to elections, to reflect the Constitutional Court ruling of 4 March 2016 

on the unconstitutionality of the election of the President by the Parliament, which, in general 

runs contrary to good practices for elections. However, the procedures for the election of the 

President do not differ greatly by the ones already in force for the parliamentary and local 

elections. 

The public sessions and decisions adopted by the Central Election Commission (CEC) have 

been transparent and accessible to all the observers and citizens, and the CEC has respected 

legal deadlines for the most important stages of the electoral process. ENEMO commends the 

measures taken to enable visually impaired voters and, in very few polling stations, voters with 

hearing impairments, to cast their vote independently and in secrecy.   

Of 24 initiative groups registered, only 12 candidates were registered and after two withdrawals 

and one annulment of the registration, Moldovan citizens will elect their next head of the state 

among the nine candidates. The process of the signature collection for registration as a 

candidate was criticized by some interlocutors, especially independent candidates, who 

complained about uneven conditions in favor of the candidates from the political parties.   

2,816,377 voters are included on the voters’ lists, even though the State Register of Voters 

(SRV) contains 3.2 million of eligible voters. The difference is explained by citizens of 

Moldova residing in Transnistria, voters without a permanent residence registration, and voters 

with expired ID cards. However, the CEC has adopted a decision that will allow voters without 

a permanent registration to cast the ballot, while the ones with expired ID cards can obtain a 

temporary certificate that would enable them to vote. Inclusion of deceased persons in the voter 

list remains a problem even for these elections, as pointed out by interlocutors. 

Concerns on media restriction and polarization, as well as lack of thorough monitoring and 

adequate sanctions for media that violate the law also continue to be a concern, even for these 

elections.    

Until 25 October, the Central Election Commission has accredited 3094 domestic observers 

and 504 international observers, as well as 105 domestic observers for polling stations abroad. 

ENEMO notes that the procedure for the accreditation of international observers is complicated 

and not completely transparent, as other bodies, besides the CEC, are involved in it, which, in 

few cases, has caused delays in the accreditation of international observers 

The Election Observation Mission of ENEMO for the Presidential Elections of 30 October 

2016 in Moldova is composed of a Core Team of six experts based in Chisinau, which has been 

deployed in Moldova on 10 October 2016. Additionally, ten teams of short-term observers 

(STOs) have arrived on Thursday, 27 October, and will be deployed in different areas of the 

country on Election Day to observe the opening, voting, counting and tabulation of results.   



The mission will present its preliminary findings and conclusions on Tuesday, 1 November 

2016, through a Press Conference at IPN.   

ENEMO’s International Election Observation Mission for the Presidential Elections of 30 

October 2016 in Moldova is financially supported by the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands, within the Accountability Fund Program; and the Black Sea Trust, a Project of 

the German Marshall Fund of the United States. 

 

Read the full Report in English and Romanian.  
 

*** 

For further information, please contact Dritan Taulla, Deputy Head of the Mission / PR Officer; 

email: dritan.taulla@enemo.eu, mob: +373 69 338 473.  

http://enemo.eu/uploads/file-manager/2016_10_28-InterimReportMoldovaPresidential2016_EN_.pdf
http://enemo.eu/uploads/file-manager/2016_10_28-InterimReportMoldovaPresidential2016_RO.pdf


About ENEMO 

The European Network of Election Monitoring Organizations (ENEMO) is an international network of 23 leading 

non-profit, non-partisan and non-governmental organizationsi from 18 countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

and Central Asia, including three European Union countries, founded on September 29, 2001. 

ENEMO seeks to promote civil society organizations’ involvement in societies with democracies in transition and 

other non-democratic forms of governing, towards improvement of electoral processes, greater transparency of 

the governments and their accountability to the citizens, and respect of basic human rights and freedoms. To 

achieve this aim, ENEMO works independently or in cooperation with its member organizations. 

The main activity of ENEMO consists in assessing electoral processes and the political environment by deploying 

international election observation missions, and offering accurate and impartial observation reports. ENEMO’s 

observation missions use international benchmarks and standards for democratic elections and the host country's 

legal framework to evaluate the electoral process. ENEMO and all of its member organizations have endorsed the 

2005 Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation and the 2012 Declaration of Global 

Principles for Non-Partisan Election Observation and Monitoring by Citizen Organizations. Each ENEMO 

observer signs and abides to the Code of Conduct for International Election Observers. 

The Election Observation Mission for the Presidential Elections of 30 October 2016 to Moldova is the 23rd mission 

organized by ENEMO.  

 

 

 

 

i ENEMO member organizations are: Centers for Civic Initiatives - Bosnia and Herzegovina, Center for 

Democratic Transition – Montenegro, Center for Free Elections and Democracy – Serbia, Center for Monitoring 

and Research CeMI – Montenegro, Coalition for Democracy and Civil Society – Kyrgyzstan, Committee of 

Ukrainian Voters - Ukraine; Election Monitoring Center – Azerbaijan, GONG – Croatia, ISFED – Georgia, It's 

your choice – Armenia, Citizens Association MOST – Macedonia, Pro-Democracy Association – Romania, 

Republican Network of Independent Monitors – Kazakhstan, Golos – Russia, , ObcianskeOko – Slovakia, 

Belarusian Helsinki Committee - Belarus, Society for Democratic Culture – Albania, Promo LEX – Moldova, 

KRIIK Albania Association, Human Rights Centre "Viasna" – Belarus, Foundation for Support of Civic Initiatives 

– Kazakhstan; Kosovo Democratic Institute – Kosovo, OPORA – Ukraine. 

 

                                                           


